
www.geofieldworkltd.com office@geofieldworkltd.com

GCSE and A Level Geography CPD course / Costa Brava 26th to 29th October 2020


Outline course programme (subject to change).

Monday 26th - arrivals.  

8pm

Evening meal at the hotel followed by an introductory session about Geofieldwork Ltd and SunSports Tours, 
plus an outline of the 3 days fieldwork.


Tuesday 27th. 
 

7.30 to 8.30 am

Breakfast.


9am

Coastal processes and landforms fieldwork along the coast between Platja D’Aro and Sant Antoni de 
Calonge. 

5km walk.

This is a beautiful and accessible stretch of coastline displaying a wide range of coastal processes and 
landforms. It provides opportunities for both qualitative and quantitative fieldwork methods utilising a 
variety of different sampling strategies. We will do some small fieldwork enquiries and discuss the relevant 
statistical tests to use given the choice of sampling strategy and type of data collected at each location.


1pm

Opportunity to purchase lunch in a cafe in Sant Antoni de Calonge.


2pm

Coastal management fieldwork in Sant Antoni de Calonge.

2km walk.

The extensive seafront of Sant Antoni de Calonge is protected by a combination of beach replenishment, 
sea walls, groynes and three offshore breakwaters. We will do a small fieldwork activity to assess the 
effectiveness of the offshore breakwaters in reducing wave energy (make sure you bring your swimming 
costumes for this activity!).


4pm

Time to explore the old town of Palamos.


5pm

Minibus back to the hotel and free time before evening meal.


8pm evening meal.


Wednesday 28th 

7.30 to 8.00 am

Breakfast.


8.30am

Urban regeneration in Girona.

90 minutes minibus journey.

Girona is a stunningly beautiful city, situated on the banks of the River Onyar. The “Old Quarter,” a maze of 
ancient cobbled streets and twisting alleys, was until the 1980’s a run down and partially derelict sector of 
the city. 40 years of investment has transformed the area into a major tourism destination which offers the 
geographer a fascinating and unique example of urban regeneration. This area of the city was chosen as 
one of the settings for Game of Thrones and “set-jetting” is another aspect of the tourist economy that we 
study here.

The fieldwork includes a selection of methods to assess the effectiveness of the regeneration project and 
the impact that the Game of Thrones “set-jetters” are having in the city.

1pm - opportunity to purchase lunch in the city.
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2pm

Tectonic hazards in the Garrotxa Volcanic Park.

60 minute minibus journey to Olot.

The Garrotxa Volcanic Park is an area that contains about 40 volcanic cones plus extensive lava flows. It is 
an example of a monogenetic volcanic field and is classified as being dormant rather than extinct. We will 
visit the park information centre in Olot followed by a walk to the most recent volcano in the park, La 
Croscat. This volcano has a large quarry cut into one side which is now a major tourist attraction. One can 
“see inside” the volcano and observe the various layers of lava and ash. 

We will discuss the ways in which students can undertake primary fieldwork to produce a map of volcanic 
risk and also explore a nearby river valley to see some stunning example of columnar basalt lava flows.


5.30pm

90 minute minibus journey back to Platja D’Aro.


7pm

Free time before evening meal.


8pm

Evening meal.


Thursday 29th 

7.30 to 8.30 am

Breakfast.


9am

Sand dunes, rural settlements and rivers. A snapshot of other field study sites and activities that we offer on 
the Costa Brava. 


We start with a 45 minute minibus journey to the Gola de Ter. 

This is the mouth of the River Ter and is a starkly beautiful coastline of sand dunes and spits. The sand 
dunes provide a good example of vegetation succession and management of a fragile coastal ecosystem.


On leaving the Gola de Ter we continue to the nearby village of Pals. This is a medieval hilltop town with 
fortified walls and is a major tourist attraction. It is a great place for lunch and is a good example of the 
types of small rural settlements that we can study here.


On the return journey to Platja D’Aro we stop at the watershed of the Rio Calonge catchment. A tranquil site 
up in the cork oak forests above Sant Antoni de Calonge. We will demonstrate some of the experiments 
that we do here to study the water cycle and then visit one of the sites we use for GCSE river studies.


4pm

Return to the hotel for a plenary question and answer session.


8pm

Evening meal


Friday 30th 

7.30 to 8.30 am

Breakfast.


Airport transfers and flights home.
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